Abstract C12H16N4O2, monoclinic, Pillici (No. 14), a = 9.306(2) Á, b = 5.755(1) Â, c = 11.499(2) λ, β = 98.15(3)°, V= 609.6 À 3 , Z = 2, R gt (F) = 0.045, wRrtiF 2 ) = 0.075, T= 294 K.
Source of material
Continued investigations on the formation of bicyclic [b]-annulated pyridazine derivatives from 4,4-dimethyltetrahydropyridazine-3,6-dione 3-hydrazone [1] required repeated and upscaled preparation of this compound in the reaction of a 3-cyano-3-methylbutyric ester with hydrazine hydrate [2] . A thorough reexamination of the latter reaction made it possible to isolate the title compound which was formed in minute amounts as a by-product [3] .
Discussion
One half of the molecule forms the independent unit of the crystal. Therefore, the molecule in whole is centrosymmetric and consists of a tricyclic system with tetrazine and two saturated pyrrole rings. The tetrazine ring is planar with random deviations of fitted six atoms (with included symmetrical ones) amounting to only 0-02(1) Â. In such ring one bond, d(Nl-C5') =1.278(2) Â, (i: 2--X, -y, l-z) is evidently double while the remaining two are longer(d(Nl-N2) = 1.416(2) Aandd(N2-C5)= 1.386(2) A). The bond lengths in the tetrazine ring are in agreement with the corresponding statistical values from Cambridge Structural Database [4] . The five-membered pyrrole ring consists of two carbon atoms in sp' 0 hybridization and is in a slightly screw position with the plane of asymmetry axis bisecting the NI-C4 bond and C6 atom. The respective asymmetry parameter [5] is as low as AC S = 0.77°. The C6 and C7 atoms are by only -0.031Â and 0.096 À, respectively, out of the ring plane determined by the three remaining ring atoms. Since the pyrrole rings are inclined to tetrazine at a very small angle of 2.9(2)°, the tricyclic skeleton may be considered as practically planar. Two weak intermolecular interactions, ¿(C8-H-03") = 3.489(2) Â and rf(C9-H-03'") = 3.362(2) Â, respectively, classified as weak H-bonds [6] , were found in the crystal (ii = 2-x, 1-y, 1-z; Hi: 2-x, 1/2 +y, 3/2-z). (7) 0.011 (1) 
